Single-purpose institutions for nursing programs: to be or not to be.
This article examines the legitimacy of baccalaureate and higher degree nursing programs being offered by single-purpose institutions. The arguments in support of and in opposition to the concept are analyzed and discussed. The American Association of Colleges of Nursing position statement on single-purpose institutions is reviewed. The author concludes that there is no inherent flaw in the concept of single-purpose institutions as an appropriate vehicle for delivery of nursing education programs. She further concludes that those programs that have successfully completed the rigorous reviews associated with institutional and specialized accreditation have, in that process, earned the right to be recognized and respected as legitimate members of the higher education community.